Electrocardiographic wave form and cardiac arrhythmias.
In addition to its established diagnostic uses, the electrocardiogram may be useful for predicting ventricular fibrillation and other arrhythmias. Non-uniform recovery of excitability, which is a factor in vulnerability, is the determinant of QRST deflection area, and regionally selective sampling by body surface electrocardiographic mapping may permit recognition of the locally disparate recovery related to fibrillation. Preliminary experimental and clinical studies support this possibility and suggest that the multipolar content of QRST area distributions on the body surface is a marker of vulnerability.